The results of neonatal treatment of congenital hip dislocation: a personal series.
Of 103 neonates with congenital dislocation of the hip in a consecutive personal series, 100 were treated with a standard divaricator splintage regimen; of these, the result is known in 97. In three babies with irreducible dislocation no treatment was attempted. In 90 babies the hips became normal. In one hip dislocation persisted; in three osteochondritis with femoral growth plate damage developed without obvious cause; and in two hip dysplasia responded to surgical correction of femoral anteversion. In one baby attempted treatment of irreducible hips produced a poor result. The practice of treating all hips found to be unstable at orthopaedic examination but not those previously suspected but later unconfirmed is defended.